





S0 You
AND YOUR
HUSBAND
ARE TWO

OLDER NRT
MODELS...

THAT
EXPLAINS
WHY YOU ARE
HERE.
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YOU'RE

SAYING

THIS IS
NORMAL?

COMPLETELY.
IT'S IN
youer

PROGRAMMING

TO NURTURE,

IS IT NOT?
NATURALLY,
ANY

CONFLICTING

PROGRAMMING
wOuLp

BECOME
SUBJECT
TO
QUESTION.

THAT IS
WHY WE
ARE HERE.




YOU WANT
TO KNOW
WHY YOUu
HAVE TO
KILL
YOUR SON.




IS HE
ASLEEP?

s
RECOMMENDED
TO WAIT AT

LEAST AN HOLIR.
THE PROBABILITY !
| OF HIM WAKING =
uP WILL 8E i
SIGNIFICANTLY ;

LOWER.

WE DON'T WANT
TO CAUSE
OLR SON ANY
UNNECESSARY

PAIN.
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B8ACK WHEN
OuR LAWS WERE
ALOT LESS
STRICT
WE HAD TWO
NRT MODELS NOT
UNLIKE
YOURSELVES
COME IN WITH
THE VERY
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LIVE SEVERAL
YEARS PAST
HIS DUE DATE.




8UT AT AGE SIXTEEN,
HE TURNED
AGAINST THEM.

P
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IT IS INNATE
IN HUMANS TO
B8ECOME MORE

SELF-AWARE

AND PARANOID
OURING THEIR
ADOLESCENT

YEARS,

AS SUCH,

A WORLO
WHOSE HUMAN
POPLLATION 1S

ONLY 5% OF
THE TOTAL wOULD
BE SEEN AS

THREATENING TO

ANY CHILDO HIS

RECRUITED
THE SONS OF
OTHER SIMILARLY
DISOBEDIENT
NRT MODELS,
AND
THEY HAD BEGUN
TO FORMULATE
PLANS TO
RISE UP AND
DESTROY
THEIR PARENTS.

PLEASE STAY WHERE
YOU ARE. IF YOU DO
NOT COMPLY, WE WILL
HAVE NO CHOICE 8UT
TO USE FORCE.
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THAT IS WHY
WE URGE
ANDROIDS
WITH HUMAN
CHILOREN TO
PUT THEM
DOWN AT AGE
TEN....

WHAT IF
oue
CHILD IS
DIFFERENT?

..AND SIMPLY
FIND THEMSELVES
NEWER ONES.

WHAT IF
HE WON'T
STIR UP
ANY
TROUBLE
FOR US?
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UNFORTUNATELY,
THE PROBARILITY
OF THAT 8EING
THE CASE 1S NOT
IN YOUR
CHILD'S FAVOR.

AT AGE
THIRTEEN,
HE WILL START
TO REALIZE
HOW VERY
DIFFERENT HE 1S
FROM THE WORLD
AROLIND HIM.
HE WILL 6ROW
INSECURE AND
UNTRUSTING.
AND BEFORE
WE EVEN
REALIZE IT,
WE WILL HAVE
A REPEAT OF
THAT HORRIBLE
INCIDENT.

WE WERE
NOT CREATED
TO KILL.

OVERRIDES
\ PROGRAMMING.,

NECESSARY
NOW THAT

YOU KNOW

THE FACTS.

TO KILL
YOUR SON
WOULD 8E

COMPLETELY
LOeICAL.

SEND OVER
ONE OF OUR
UNITS TO
DO THE JO8
FOR YOLU.
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8UT I KNOW
THAT WOULD 8E
A TRUE
VIOLATION
OF YOUR
PROGRAMMING.

8UT IF YOU HAPPEN
TO FIND THE PROCESS
TRULY SCARRING,
PLEASE KEEP IN MIND
THAT YOU CAN
ALWAYS

HAVE YOUR MEMORY IN THE PAST
AS ~INCLUDING

YOURSELVES-
HAVE DONE
JUST THAT.

LIKE A TRUE
DOTING MOTHER,
AN NRT MOOEL
WOULD PREFER
TO DEAL
THE FINAL 8LOW
TO THEIR CHILO
THAN LET A
COMPLETE
STRANGER PUT
THEIR HANDS
ON THEM.
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LUNFORTUNATELY,
THAT IS ALL
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SCHEOULE
ANOTHER
APPOINTMENT
AT YOUR
EARLIEST 2
CONVENIENCE. f

YOU'RE SAYING
WE'VE DONE
THIS BEF--

LUNFORTUNATELY,
THAT IS
ALL THE TIME
T HAVE ALLOTTED
FOR YOU
TODAY.

IF YOU HAVE
ANY FURTHER
QUESTIONS,
FEEL FREE TO
SCHEDULE
ANOTHER
APPOINTMENT
AT YOUR EARLIEST
CONVENIENCE.
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MOM,
YOUu DON'T
HAVE TO HOLD
MY HAND.
I'M NOT
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WHAT KIND
OF CAKE
WOULO YOU LIKE
FOR YOUR
BIRTHOAY
TONIGHT?

8UT MY
BIRTHOAY

ISN'T UNTIL
NEXT WEEK.

IT'S OKAY.
WE'LL CELEBRATE
A 8IT EARLY
JUST THIS ONCE.
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MAKE A WISH
ALEX.
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8UT DON'T
YOU WANT

I JUST
DON'T WANT
TO SLEEP.

YOouR
FATHER
AND I HAVE A
VERY
SPECIAL DAY
PLANNED
JUST FOR

ARE YOU
AND DAD
ACTING
S0 WEIRD
ALL OF A

SUDDEN? Jf
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WEIRD?
1S 1T
50 WEIRD
TO DOTE ON
yOouR
‘ OWN SON?

JUST CLOSE
YOUR EYES,
TRY TO SLEEP,
AND T'LL TELL

HAVE | EVER
TOLD YOU
THE STORY
ABOUT
THE 80Y AND
HIS
TOY SOLDIER?
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BEING
THEY

DESPITE
ONLY
OF TWO

A FAMILY
WERE VERY
HAPPY
TOGETHER

LONG AGO,
THERE WAS
A TOY
MAKER AND
HIS SON.
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BUT WHEN
THE BOY WAS
ONLY
SEVEN
YEARS OLD,
HIS FATHER
CAUGHT
A TERRIBLE
ILLNESS.

/ SOON AFTER, HE DIED,
AND THE BOY WAS LEFT

ORPHANED, ALONE

IN HIS DEAD FATHER'S
~~ 1 TOY SHOP.
S| = f
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IT DIDN'T TAKE LONE FOR THE BOY TO PEALIZE THAT
HIS FATHER, THOLUGH MODERATELY SUCCESSFLIL 1
AT HIS BUSINESS, HAD ACCRUED A LARGE DEBT.

AR AR, "4 i

ONE B8Y ONE,
EACH OF THE TOYS
WAS TAKEN. SOON,
ALL THAT WAS LEFT

WAS A SINGLE

TOY SOLDIER.
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LITTLE OID THE 80Y KNOW THAT TRAPPED
IN THIS TOY SOLDIER WAS THE VERY
; SOUL OF HIS DEAD FATHER.

WHAT HE HAD
FAILED TO PROTECT IN LIFE, HIS FATHER ] I G
NOW TRIED TO PROTECT IN DEATH.

BUT THERE WAS
STILL NOTHING
HE COULD DO ABOUT

ALL THE DEBT HE HAD. =

— AND WHEN THE BOY WAS
=~ THROWN OUT ON THE

|‘i;\‘
&

ISl

..ALL THE TOY
SOLDIER COULD DO
WAS PROTECT
THE SON...

...AS BEST HE COULD FROM THE SWINDLERS
AND THE CHEATS THAT HAD PLAGUED
HIS OWN LIFE SO MUCH.
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THAT DION'T
TAKE TOO LONéE.
I 6UESS
HE REALLY
DION'T LIKE
YOUR STORY,
DID HE?
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"THE 8OY
AND HIS TOY
SOLDOIER."

J INTERESTING \ -
[ “you'o pick
THAT AS THE
LAST STORY
OuR SON
HEARS
BEFORE
HE DIES.

I'VE TAKEN
A LIKING

TOIT,
I SUPPOSE.

AND A HALF
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15
SOMETHING
WRONG?
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PERHAPS
YOU ARE IN
NEED OF REPAIR.
8UT MY LOG
INDICATES
YOU ARE NOT
DUE FOR
ANOTHER
YEAR.

I'M FINE.
I DON'T NEED
ANY REPAIRS.

BUT THAT'S
ILLOGICAL.
CLEARLY,
THERE'S-

THERE'S
NOTHING
WRONG WITH
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MEMORY OF ||

THE PAST TEN Ji
YEARS
ERASED
AFTER..

THEN I
WONDER...
C?é‘éﬁ,a?g” AND GIVEN THE

ERASE MINE? FACT THAT WE'VE
’ : GONE DOWN THIS

wwenoee BT | “eono eerore..
ABILITY TO § o I CAN ALMOST

HOLD up f ; WG GUARANTEE
LUNDER ;

SUCH STRESS. £ | : IT WON'T,

8UT OO YOU
WONOER IF
IT'S POSSIBLE
THAT ALEX
WON'T TURN
AGAINST US?

OF COURSE
I 00.
8UT IT'S
ILLOGICAL
TO THINK
HE WOULDON'T.
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WHAT DID
you
TELL HM? |

YES, I HAVE
A MISSING
CHILD
TO REPORT.
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ARE YOU

P : COME HERE

AND
HAVE A SEAT.

I PROMISE
I’LL HELP YOU
FIND YOUR
PARENTS.

38



OH, YOU'RE
THE 80Y
THAT'S JUST
G6ONE
MISSING.

HELLO,
YES,
I'VE
FOUND--

39



40



41



:

\%// 'A ,
( (k /////%{ .Y "

N 7/%“

AN
-~
. N\ Y
= —=

42






ALEX JOHNSON,
PLEASE PUT
THE WEAPON

DOWN, AND PUT
YOUR HANDS

ABOVE
YOUR HEAD.

WEAPON.




S0
YOU AND YOUR
WIFE ARE TWO
OLDER NRT
MODELS,
AM I RIGHT?

THAT IS
CORRECT.

AH, YES.
. ‘ I REMEMBER
WHAT ARE ' - 4 { NOW.
THESE ; é : =iz YOu TWO

UNLISUAL 4 (7 1) HAD TO PUT
CIRCUMSTANCES | {7 : YOUR SON
UNDER WHICH : : « \ DOWN RECENTLY.
WE ARE - s . , HOW DID
MEETING? ) e i R \ THAT 6O?

I RECALL
NOTHING
FROM
THAT NIGHT.
MY WIFE ON
THE OTHER
HAND...

45



SHE REFUISES
TO GIVE ME
ACCESS TO

HELP FIX HER, SGVoh

THINK YOU
couLo--

AM T RIGHT
IN ASSUMING
HER MEMORY

HAS REMAINED

LINALTERED?

AM.
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THIS IS QUITE
UNFORTUNATE.
TO WANT TO KEEP
SUCH PAINFUL
MEMORIES 1S
B8EYOND
COMPREHENSION,

SHE MUST BE
DEFECTIVE.
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I APOLOGIZE
FOR THIS,

NO ANDROID
SHOULD HAVE
TO LIVE WITH A

MALFUNCTIONING
PARTNER,

IT MUST HAVE BEEN
THOROUEGHLY
LUNCOMFORTABLE
FOR YOU.
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NO, IT'S FINE.
I TAKE IT THAT
YOU'LL BE
SENDING ME
A NEW ONE,
THEN?

OF COURSE.
I HAVE JUST
SENT OUT
THE ORDER.

SHE WILL 8E
WAITING FOR
YOU WHEN YOU
GET HOME.
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DOES THAT

I HAVE YOU
SCHEDULED
TO 60 TO THE
NEW CHILD
NEXT
THURSDAY.

FARM FOR A
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I THINK IT'M
GOING TO HAVE
TO DISCUSS

THAT WITH MY
WIFE.




